Apprendre des meétropoles du monde
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2,000 millon vyear old
rock-formations lend Hyde-
rabad I1ts unigue natural
landscape, with rocks ar-
ranged In forms that seem
precariously balanced, but
which have weathered the
elements for centuries. The
city I1s located in the Deccan
shield area and the grey and
pink granite found here are
among the oldest In the
world. Dotted with small
hills, the highest point i1s Ban-
jara Hills at 672 metres
(2,205 ft). The area is seismi-

cally stable.
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The city lies on the banks
of the Musi River, origina-
ting In the Anantagiri Hills
(located 70 km south west
of Hyderabad ). The re-
gion’'s natural contour
levels, that fall from west
to east, created a trough
near the river and ensured
gravity-aided water supply
to the historic city. As of
1996, the city had 140
lakes and 834 water tanks
(ponds).Hussain Sagar is
the biggest lake In Hydera-
bad, built In 1562, as a
water supply source. It Is
spread across an area of
5.7 square kilometres, right
In the middle of the city.
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The modern city of Hydera-
bad continues to retain Its
old world charm. In 1591,
the Qli Qtub Shah sultanate,
a dynasty of Persian culture
shifted their capital city of
Golconda Fort (nowadays
part of Hyderabad Municl-
pality) on the banks of the
Musi river to create Hydera-
bad. They built the Iconic
structure of Charminar as
the symbol of this new town.
The city was conquered by
the Mughal empire at the
end of the 1/th century, but
soon administered by the
Asat Jahi dynasty, the
Nizams of Hyderabad, who
ruled until the integration of
Hyderabad state In the
Indian Union in 1948.
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The city boasts of hundread
of heritage structures. Royal
and nawabl residences, old
temples and mosques (in-
cluding a Spanish mosque),
tombs, museums full of
unigue  treasures  from
across the world, Colonial
structures and pre-Indepen-
dence buildings dot the city.
Different art forms, Inclu-
ding music, dance, litera-
ture, theatre and traditional
crafts have enhanced the
city’'s character. The city
also has a very vibrant com-
munity of artists.
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